GOOD SAM SEAHORSES
BYLAWS AND RULES OF CAMPING

ARTICLE I – NAME

A.
The name of this organization will be “THE GOOD SAM SEAHORSES”.

B.
This organization is Chapter No. 55 in the State of Florida.

ARTICLE II – OBJECTIVE

A.
The objective of this Chapter is to have good family fellowship and fun.

B.
This Chapter is a non-profit organization.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

A.
The number of members and rigs of this Chapter shall be limited to an amount agreeable to all members of this Chapter.

B.
Campouts may be held monthly.  Any campout dates to be changed must be made by a majority of members present and voting at a prior meeting.

C.
Potential members are to attend three meetings. During the third meeting, a vote for approval of acceptance into the Chapter will be held. At the time (during the meeting) of the vote, prospects will leave the room. 
D.
All members of the Chapter must first be members of the GOOD SAM CLUB, and such membership must be in good standing.

E.
We are a Chapter of the GOOD SAM CLUB.  Bylaws cannot state that we are a club of the GOOD SAM CLUB.  Club always refers to the national Good Sam Recreational Vehicle Club.

F.
The Chapter will only use the GOOD SAM name and logo in good taste and to promote the GOOD SAM pledge and Chapter activities and in a manner consistent with the Club Constitution, Bylaws and General Policies of the Club.  The Chapter agrees to crease and desist from all use of the GOOD SAM name and logo upon loss of its chapter from the club for any reason.
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ARTICLE IV – DUES
A.
Annual dues shall be FIFTEEN DOLLARS ($15.00) per year, per rig (January – December).  A total of $15, along with the current Florida Good Sam per capita tax per rig, shall be payable before November 1st of each year. Dues that are not paid by November 1st shall have a 30-day grace period to pay or be dropped from membership.  In order to be reinstated into the Chapter, a member must pay any and all delinquent dues and his application for reinstatement must be certified by the officers of the Chapter.
B.
All new rigs (members) will be assessed a TEN ($10.00) initiation fee in addition to the regular dues.

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS

A.
The officers of this Chapter shall be President, Vice-president, Secretary and/or Treasurer, and Wagonmaster.  When Secretary/Treasurer is held by one person, the executive committee will appoint a fifth person to serve as a tie breaking vote.

B.
The election shall be by ballot at the last meeting before December 1st.  The ballot may be dispensed with by unanimous consent when there is but one candidate for any office.  Three tellers appointed by the President to count ballots.  The election shall be decided by simple majority vote of members present and voting.

C.
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter.

D.
The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in the absence of, or temporary inability of the President to do so.

E.
The Secretary shall keep minutes of the Chapter meetings.  He or she shall be responsible for all records in his or her possession.  He or she shall conduct the correspondence of the Chapter, notify new members of their acceptance into the Chapter membership, and keep an accurate list of the members and their addresses.  He or she shall keep the State Director informed of important details.

F.
The Treasurer shall receive all money and give an accurate accounting of any and all bookkeeping upon request.  He or she shall read a brief, but accurate report to the Chapter members during the Chapter business meeting.

G.
The Wagonmaster shall plan all campout activities with recommendations from other members, if he or she so desires.  He or she shall select camping sites for the campouts.

H.
All committees will be appointed by the President.  The standing committee shall be Publicity, Ways and Means, Entertainment and Legislative. The President shall have the prerogative to appoint any other committee he deems necessary.
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I.
When a vacancy occurs in an elective office, the unexpired term of such office shall be filled by the recommendation of the President, with the approval of the Chapter membership.
J.
The fiscal year shall be the first day of January to the last day of December of the same year.

K.
Delegated representatives will attend the state convention or campout.  Registration fees and gas shall be voted on and approved by the membership and shall be paid by the Chapter’s Treasury.

L. An Executive Committee will consist of five elected officers:  President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Wagonmaster.
ARTICLE VI – AMENDMENTS

A.
The Bylaws may be amended at any stated meeting by three-fourth (3/4) vote of the members present, provided notice of the proposed amendment has been sent TEN (10) days prior to the meeting at which vote is taken.

ARTICLE VII – RULES OF ORDER
A.
In case of a disagreement, “ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER” shall govern any items not specifically covered by these Bylaws, subject to change by majority of vote of members.

Bylaws adopted:  March 6, 1996

Bylaws amended:  April 29, 2006
Bylaws amended:  October 22, 2011
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RULES OF CAMPING

A.
Members will help one another whenever the need arises.

B.
Members will respect each other’s property.

C.
Where pets are concerned, owners shall restrict pet(s) to leashes or quarters while in camping areas and trailer parks.  No pets will be allowed to run loose throughout the campsites.

D.
Members shall respect other campers regarding noise, especially when young children and infants are among camping families.  Loud and unnecessary noise, especially in these instances, should be avoided after bedtime hours of these youngsters.

E.
Alcoholic beverages should be consumed in moderation whenever camping.  If at any time a member is reported to be in an excessive condition, or is acting in an objectionable manner, in any way, a word from the President or any other officers of the Chapter should be respected and the condition corrected with as little embarrassment, disturbance or notice from anyone.
F.
If a member’s conduct leads to being reprimanded three (3) times in any fiscal year, he or she shall be dropped from the Chapter membership, upon a vote of the members present.

G.
Chapter members shall leave campsites clean and litter-free.

H.
Chapter members should observe the Rules of Camping together with any additional rules and regulations of the current park being used.
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